Evidence Required when Making an Application for Free Mediation

You should already have received a leaflet explaining who may be eligible for free mediation and what the qualifying income/capital levels are. Please come prepared to be assessed at your pre-mediation appointment even if you are not sure you wish to mediate.  We shall need to see evidence of income and amounts to be allowed against it before we can award free mediation. 

You must bring with you your National Insurance number.  What else you need to bring depends on your circumstances:

1. If you or your partner with whom you live as a couple receives Income Support or income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance please bring evidence to prove this (eg the payments booklet).  Nothing else is needed.


2. If neither of the above apply you will need to show us how much income and capital you have.  If you are living as a couple with a current partner  (ie not the person who would be the ‘other party’ if mediation goes ahead) his or her income must be counted too.  Income from all sources must be included.  The table overleaf is intended to help you check all possible sources.


3. If your total gross income does not exceed £2288 a month (+£190.67 per child for each child in excess of 4 dependant children) we can deduct any qualifying allowances to see if your ‘disposable income’ is £632 a month or less.  The allowances for which we require evidence are also shown in the table overleaf.


If you do not bring the required evidence we may not be able to assess your eligibility for free mediation.
If you have any queries about making an application please phone us.

Work out your eligibility in advance

You may find it helpful to fill in the amounts in the table overleaf before you come to your appointment and as a reminder to bring the evidence needed.  The leaflet ‘Obtaining Free Family Mediation at Bristol Family Mediation’ gives more details of how eligibility is assessed.  Please ask for a copy if you do not already have one.  If you appear to be just outside the eligibility limit please bring the evidence so we can assess you anyway as the mediator may find, on the day, that you do qualify. 

We use the calendar month up to the day of your interview for calculations.  Weekly amounts can be worked out by multiplying by 52 and dividing by 12.  Four-weekly amounts (eg child benefit) can be multiplied by 13 and divided by 12.

	ITEMS REQUIRING EVIDENCE
	Yourself                       £ per month
	Your  current partner    £pm

	INCOME

Employed:

Gross earnings (bring most recent payslip) or

Self-employed:

Verifiable drawings, for personal use, taken from the business (bring copy of most recent accounts and bank statements)

Other Sources of Income:

Maintenance received (or bills paid for you) 

Foster allowances *

Child Benefit

Working Family Tax Credit

Disabled Persons Tax Credit

Pension received

Attendance Allowance *




Disability Living Allowance *



Constant Attendance Allowance *



Invalid Care Allowance*

Payments from Social Fund *



Housing Benefit *

Council Tax Benefit *
 

Jobseeker’s Back to Work Bonus *


Community Care Direct Payments *

Dividends or interest on investments

ALLOWANCES

Mortgage or rent (bring a bank statement or similar evidence)

Childcare expenses (because of work)

Dependants:

     Partner (£138.83)

    Children 15 & under  (£190.67 each)

    Children 16 & over  (£190.67 each)

Tax & NI

Employment expenses (£45) (not self-employed)

Maintenance payments
	
	


* These sources of income are deductible when calculating both gross and  disposable income.
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